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long, and writing so long, he no doubt has picked up ; good deal.'
He said he had lately been a long while at Lichfield, bu had grown very weary before he left it. BOSWELL. ' I won der at that, Sir; it is your native place.' JOHNSON. 'Why so is Scotland your native place.'
His prejudice against Scotland appeared remarkably strong at this time. When I talked of our advancement in litera ture ', ' Sir, (said he,) you have learnt a little from us, and yoi think yourselves very great men. Hume would never hav< written History, had not Voltaire written it before him2. H< is an echo of Voltaire.' BOSWELL. ' But, Sir, we have Lore KamesY JOHNSON. ' You have Lord Kames. Keep him ha, ha, ha ! We don't envy you him. Do you ever see Dr Robertson?' BOSWELL. 'Yes, Sir.' JOHNSON. 'Does thi dog talk of me ?' BOSWELL. ' Indeed, Sir, he does, anc
1 The advancement had been very rapid. ' When Dr. Robertson1 career commenced,' writes Dugald Stewart in his Life of that his torian (p. 157), 'the trade of authorship was unknown in Scotland, Smollett, in Humphry Clinker, published three years after this conver sation, makes Mr. Bramble write (Letter of Aug. 8) : — ' Edinburgh i a hot-bed of genius. I have had the good fortune to be made ac quainted with many authors of the first distinction ; such as the twi Humes [David Hume and John Home, whose names had the sam pronunciation], Robertson, Smith, Wallace, Blair, Ferguson, Wilke &c.' To these might be added Smollett himself, Boswell, Reid, Beat tie, Kames, Monboddo. Henry Mackenzie and Dr. Henry began t< publish in 1771. Gibbon, writing to Robertson in 1779, sa7s •' — ' I nav often considered with some sort of envy the valuable society whicl you possess in so narrow a compass.' Stewart's Robertson, p. 363.
- See post, April 30, 1773, where Johnson owned that he had no read Hume. J. H. Burton {Life of Hume, ii. 129), after stating tha ' Hume was the first to add to a mere narrative of events an enquir into the progress of the people, &c.,' says: — 'There seems to be m room for the supposition that he had borrowed the idea from Vol taire's Essaz sur Us Mceurs. Hume's own Political Discotirses are a close an approach to this method of inquiry as the work of Voltaire and if we look for such productions of other writers as may have lei him into this train of thought, it would be more just to name Baco: and Montesquieu.'                              3 See post, May 8 and 13, 1778.
loven »lrUtii»» and brawls.' Boswell, according to tho Ilodleian catalogue, was U»«' .m-thour of Jlorwttlo, A fyantsk Ta!<\ 1767. In thbs tale thi* I)i»uKUi-> cause is narrated under the thinnest disguise. It iri reviewed in ih»* Gent. Maif. for 1767, p. 361.
